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In November, Significant Productions presents When We Were Young and Unafraid by Sarah Treem, as the second 

production of the 2024/2025 Season at The Studio Theatre™ Tierra del Sol (806 San Marino Drive, The Villages, 

Florida).  

In the early 1970’s, before women had places to turn in times of distress, they had to rely on a secret network of 

good samaritans. In When We Were Young and Unafraid, Agnes has turned her quiet bed and breakfast into one of 

the few spots where abused women can seek refuge. But to Agnes' dismay, her latest young runaway, Mary Anne, 

is having a profound and questionable influence on Penny, Agnes' teenage daughter. And as the drums of the 

feminist revolution grow louder, Agnes is forced to confront her own presumptions about the people she’s been 

trying to help. Deeply moving and beautifully rendered, When We Were Young and Unafraid explores the cycle of 

abuse, the passion of youth, the wisdom of age, and the people who awaken us to new possibilities. 

 

ALYSON JOHNSON (Agnes) has some favorite roles at The Studio Theatre 

including Unnecessary Farce, In the Next Room, Urinetown, 9 to 5, A Doll’s House, 

and Stop Kiss. Additional credits include Bonnie and Clyde (Garden Theatre); Young 

Frankenstein, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Into the Woods, Man of La Mancha (Moonlight 

Players); Picasso at the Lapin Agile, Noises Off! (Bay Street Players). A two-time University 

of Central Florida graduate, she’s happy to return to The Studio Theatre from the Chicago 

area, and thanks Travis and Gwynevere to the moon and back for their love and support. 
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GEMMA VODACEK (Penny) is a NYC-based actor from Rochester, NY, and is thrilled to be 

making her debut with The Studio Theatre this fall! After earning her BFA in Musical 

Theatre, she spent a year as an acting apprentice at Florida Studio Theatre in Sarasota, 

working on productions like Network, Charlotte's Web, Something Rotten, and more. 

Some of her favorite credits include A Midsummer Night's Dream, The Wolves, and The 

Normal Heart. She sends much love and thanks to her friends and family, especially Mom 

and Dad, for their unwavering support. Follow her at IG @gemmaamariie or 

visit www.gemmavodacek.com 

 

The complete cast includes: Brooke Turner (Mary Anne), Jeremy Weinstein (Paul), K Chinthana Sotakoun* 

(Hannah), Kimber King (U/S for Agnes), Rachel Ihasz (Swing for Mary Anne/Penny/Hannah), and Matt 

Katzenmeier (U/S for Paul).  

The Theatre Management and Creative Teams are composed of Producer Jason Goedken and Artistic Director 

Whitney Morse; Associate Artistic Director, Angel Creeks; Director of Operations, Jon Cronin; Director of People, 

Projects and Culture, Leslie Becker; Director, Celine Rosenthal; Assistant Director/Literary and Casting Associate, 

Jordan Gregson; Fight Director, Jason Paul Tate; Intimacy Director, Rebekah Lane; Technical Director, Clayton 

Becker; Resident Scenic/Props/Set Designer, Joshua E. Gallagher; Costume Designer, Jordan Jeffers; Wig Designer, 

Jackie Sanchez; Sound Designer, Alex Pinchin; Sound Supervisor, Kimber King; Lighting Designer, Ethan Vail; 

Lighting Supervisor, Collin Hall; Assistant Costume Designer/Costume Shop Supervisor, Cory Garrett; Assistant 

Technical Director, Alison Madison; Production Manager, Mark Kirschenbaum; Company Manager, Ryan Loeckel; 

Resident Production Stage Manager/Stage Manager, Madison Youngblood; Resident Stage Manager/Deck Stage 

Manager, Zach Mlekush; Resident Stage Manager/Swing Stage Manager, Jess Mahoney; Dresser/Backstage 

Assistant, Delicia Bent; Lighting Technician, Dio Raquel Jr; Carpenters Verna McIntyre and Antonio Campagna; 

Marketing Account Manager, Erika Kathryn; Marketing & Media Coordinator, Jessica Nix, Graphic Designer, Krissi 

Kugler; House Manager, Alec Speers; and Assistant House Manager, Savannah Wagner.  

 

• What: When We Were Young and Unafraid 

• Where:  The Studio Theatre Tierra del Sol, 806 San Marino Drive, The Villages, FL 

• When:  Nov 12 – December 14, 2024  

• For tickets:  www.TheSharonStudio.com | (352) 751-7799 

• Price:  $25 previews | $40 performances | Student Discount $10 Off  

• Sign Language Interpretation Show: December 3, 2024 
 

The Studio Theatre’s Mission is to inspire the residents of Central Florida to examine relevant issues by elevating 

them through innovative and intimate storytelling. Think outside the box, inside the box. 

Media Contacts for The Studio Theatre are:  

• Erika Kathryn (Marketing Account Manager) Erika@SignificantProductions.org   

• Mark Kirschenbaum (Production Manager) Mark@SignificantProductions.org   
 
 
*Member of Actors' Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and 
Stage Managers, appearing under a special agreement with Actors' Equity Association. 
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