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Significant Productions founders Whitney Morse, left, artistic director, and her husband Jason Goedken, executive 
director, address the crowd during Significant Productions’ inaugural fundraising gala, “Celebrating a Decade on 
Stage,” on Saturday at The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center.

SigPro Gala a Success 
For Arts Community

By TAYLOR STRICKLAND  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer 

The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center turns 10 years old 
today, but the celebration started last weekend.

Much like they did a decade ago at The Sharon’s opening 
night, a crowd of well-dressed patrons streamed into the 
theater Saturday evening to attend Significant Productions’ 
inaugural fundraising gala, “Celebrating a Decade on Stage.” 
The gala, which was sold out, featured live entertainment, 

on-stage dining and both a live and silent auction. More than 
$150,000 was raised.

Guests were ushered into the theater’s historic Lobby Lounge, 
where they were welcomed by SigPro’s founders, artistic director 
Whitney Morse and executive director Jason Goedken.

Please See SIGNIFICANT, A6

George Horsford  |  Daily Sun
Julie Pulkrabek, a Village of Osceola Hills resident and 
volunteer at the Humane Society of Sumter County in 
Lake Panasoffkee, spends a moment with Ally on Jan. 3.

Adopt a Shelter Pet 
Day Encourages 
Finding a Companion
By MADDIE CUTLER   |  Daily Sun Senior Writer

April 30 is National Adopt a 
Shelter Pet Day, and the area 
is home to several county 
animal services programs, 
animal shelters and rescue 
operations filled with 
animals looking for homes.

The goal of Adopt a Shelter 
Pet Day is to encourage 
adoption and raise aware-
ness about the millions 

of animals available. The 
American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals estimates around 
6.3 million dogs and cats 
are brought into shelters 
each year.

In 2024, Marion County 
Animal Services took in 
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Cleveland 
moved into 
Round 2 with 
the most 
lopsided series 
win in NBA 
playoff history, 
beating the 
Miami Heat 
138-83 to sweep 
their series.

Bring an 
appetite for 
learning to 
The Legacy 
Restaurant 
today from 
noon to  
2:30 p.m. for 
a cooking 
lesson with an 
executive chef.
The cooking lessons 
offer participants a step-
by-step demonstration 
on how to cook a four-
course meal. A different 
menu is taught each 
Tuesday. Bottomless 
house cocktails or wine 
also are offered.
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CLEARWATER BOAT 
CRASH DECLARED A 
‘MASS CASUALTY’

MAJOR OUTAGE BRINGS 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL 
TO A STANDSTILL

Officials said one person 
was killed and at least 
a dozen were injured 
Sunday when a yacht hit 
the Clearwater Ferry. A2

Millions of people across 
the Iberian Peninsula 
lost power in the second 
major European blackout 
in six weeks. A11

CATHOLIC CARDINALS TO GATHER MAY 7 
FOR CONCLAVE TO SELECT NEW POPE
The cardinals on Monday set the date to give two extra 
days for informal speaking sessions that would help 
them get to know each other better before sequestering 
to vote on Pope Francis’ successor.
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Although known for cruising in 
style, The Villages BMW Z Club 
owes much of its classy image to 
the meaningful impact it makes 
on the community. Members of 
the social and driving club share 
two passions — the BMW Z and 
giving back.

Please See BMW, A7
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By Chasity Boatman

COAL COUNTRY HEATS UP, A NUTRIENT PROBLEM AND A TRENDY NEW WAY TO GET FIT
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Read poems written 

by local residents, E9

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, E2

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From celebrity news to local happenings, here’s 
the latest happenings in entertainment, E2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a features tip or general question? Contact 
Andrea Davis at 352-753-1119, ext. 5374
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Baked Bacon French Toast
Hits Aits Aits ll the Good Nood Nood otes

SERVINGS  |  6 to 8

Grease a 9- by 13-inch Dutch oven with the butter. Halve 

INGREDIENTS

1 tbsp. butter

1 loaf (1 lb.) brioche or challah 
bread, cut into thick slices

1 lb. bacon slices, cut into bite-size 
pieces

PAIR THIS WINE 
WITH PIZZA
Dow’s Vale Do 
Bomfim Douro: 

Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Cooking Classes, noon to 2:30 p.m., The Legacy 
Restaurant at Nancy Lopez Country Club, 17135 
Buena Vista Blvd., The Villages. $59.99; limited 
seating for each class, legacyrestaurant.com/
cooking-classes. The Legacy Restaurant is offering 
cooking classes where participants can learn 
to cook a four-course meal with step-by-step 
demonstrations by an executive chef. Learn a new 
menu each Tuesday. Visit the website above to 
choose which recipes to learn and enjoy bottomless 
house cocktails or wine during the class. 

Friends of Lake Griffin Eco-Tour, 10 a.m., Lake Griffin State Park, 3089 U.S. Highway 441, Fruitland Park, $30; 
advanced registration required at flgsp.org. Join certified paddle guides to learn about the native plant and 
animal species in the Dead River marsh area. Bring water and wear shoes that can get wet. There is a $5 park 
entrance fee per car, and guests should arrive at the park 30 minutes before the scheduled tour. For questions or 
more information, email friendsoflgsp@gmail.com. 

Today 4/29
Family Crafting, 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m., Lady Lake 
Library, 225 W. Guava 
St., Lady Lake, free; 
mylakelibrary.org. Every 
Tuesday, the Lady Lake 
Public Library hosts 
a crafting session for 
children and families in 
the Youth Library section. 
Families can spend time 
together while using their 
creative juices to create 
something they can take 
home and enjoy. New 
crafts are made each 
week and the themes 
range from generic 
to a holiday theme, 
depending on the week. 
For more information, call 
352-753-2957. 

Thursday 5/1
Nicole Equerme, noon 
to 3 p.m., Ednas’ on 
the Green, 5227 Marsh 
Bend Trail, The Villages, 
free; ednashospitality.
com. Enjoy a late lunch 
or an early dinner at 
Ednas’ on the Green 
while Nicole Equerme, 
a multi-instrumentalist 
singer-songwriter based 
in Orlando, provides 
entertainment. Equerme is 
fluent on guitar, mandolin, 
banjo and cello. For 
more information, visit 
nicoleequerme.com. Each 
night a different person 
or group takes to the 
stage. No outside food, 
beverages or containers 
are permitted. 

Wednesday 4/30
Music at the Mill, 4 to 6 p.m., 
Old Mill Playhouse, 
1000 Old Mill Run, The 
Villages, free admission;
stellarstageshows.com. 
Stellar Stage Multimedia 
Productions hosts free 
entertainment every 
Wednesday at the Old 
Mill Playhouse, featuring 
a different local artist 
each week. Villages 
musician Jim Christie 
will take the stage 
Wednesday and entertain 
guests with his guitar 
and vocal skills. For a 
full list of upcoming 
performances, go to the 
above website and select 
the “Music at the Mill” 
tab. 

Friday 5/2
Friday Polo Match, 3 
to 5 p.m., Villages Polo 
Club, 700 Buena Vista 
Blvd., The Villages, $20; 
thevillagespoloclub.
com.  Enjoy an exciting, 
action-packed afternoon 
of polo and experience a 
professional sport unlike 
any other. Gates open at 
1:30 p.m., and the match 
starts at 3 p.m. Guests 
can be seated in the 
lower level or tailgate for 
$20 per person at the gate. 
A $5 upgrade is available 
for the pavilion upper 
level. Season passes 
are available, starting 
at $300, which can be 
purchased at The Polo 
Club office. 

Saturday 5/3
Market of Marion, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., 12888 U.S. 
Highway 441, Belleview, 
free; themarketofmarion.
com. Take a trip to the 
Market of Marion where 
there is a surprise 
around every corner. 
From a farmer’s market 
containing fresh fruits 
and vegetables from 
local farmers to antiques 
and collectibles, there 
is a variety of items for 
everyone. Browse aisles 
filled with jewelry, toys 
and auto parts. Parking 
and admission are 
free. Once a month on 
Saturdays, the market 
holds a car show. It is 
open every weekend.

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.
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Listen

Watch

Sophia Lucente  |  Daily Sun
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Make it a Great Day!
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 U.S. health officials 
want companies to 
phase out artificial 
dyes. How many foods 
contain some type of 
added color? Page C6

 A new exercise trend, 
called the Lagree Method, 
has several gyms in which 
U.S. city? Page C7 

 A recent study indicated 
that which popular artificial 
sweetener increases an 
eater’s appetite? Page C10

2.

4.

5.

a) 1 in 5

b) 1 in 3

c) 1 in 2

d) 2 in 3

a) St. Louis

b) Los Angeles

c) Philadelphia

d) Chicago

a) Monk fruit extract

b) Stevia

c) Aspartame

d) Sucralose

 Kale can be a good 
alternative to spinach 
for people who seek 
to limit their oxalate 
consumption.  
Page C8

3.

 West Virginians have expressed enthusiasm for a plan by President Donald Trump to 
revive the state’s coal industry. The industry was once a major source of jobs in West Virginia, 
employing _______________ in the 1950s. Page A10

1.

a) 90,000 residents
b) 110,000 residents

c) 130,000 residents
d) 200,000 residents
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BEFORE THEY WERE VILLAGERS  |  D5

Barbara Hegenbarth was named Miss Wisconsin 
in 1984 and later competed for Miss America.

ANNE MOSER ON SENIOR LIVING  |  D1
Freedom Pointe at The Villages will host an 
event for prospective residents May 15.
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Most Americans remain 
skeptical of driverless 
cars, according to a 
recent YouGov survey. 
Despite this, increasing 
shares of Americans are 
viewing the technology 
more warmly. Compared 
to September 2023, more 
Americans are enthusiastic 
about autonomous 
vehicles now. 

58%
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Morse, who is the grand-
daughter of The Sharon’s 
namesake, said she was truly 
honored and grateful for the 
number of people who came 
to support The Sharon and 
its  sister venue, The Studio 
Theatre Tierra del Sol, which 
she referred to as her and 
Goedken’s dream.

“It’s a dream my husband 
and I built over the last  
10 years, but really it’s a dream 
we had the moment we met,” 
Morse said. “I’m so grateful 
we get to bring art to my home-
town, and the fact that you’re 
all here tonight means you feel 
that way too.”

A mong t he pat ron s 
milling about the lobby were 
Bernadine Sikorski and her 
husband, Tim Reecht. The 
Village of Calumet Grove resi-
dents are longtime patrons of 
The Sharon and The Studio 
and were excited to show 
their support for both venues 
at the gala. 

“ We’re theater buffs,” 
Sikorski said. “We love the 
theater.”

After hors d’oeuvres and 
f lutes of champagne, 

patrons gathered on The 
Sharon’s main stage, which 
was transformed into an 
elegant dinner theater space 
replete with black tablecloths 
and fine dining.

For entertainment, The 
Fabulous Equinox Orchestra 
provided a backdrop of jazzy 
melodies throughout the 
night while silk aerialist 
Cheryl Cox performed a 
graceful acrobatic display.  

 Other forms of enter-
tainment included singing 
servers Alec Speers, Heather 
Ard and maestro Bill Doherty, 
who dished out tasteful 
performances during dinner-
time, and soul singer Autumn 
Gold, who entertained with 

her bubbly personality and 
dance moves at the gala’s 
after-party. 

Perhaps the liveliest 
part of the evening was the 
auction, which opened with 
a message from Leslie Becker, 
SigPro’s director of people, 
culture and projects, who 
emphasized SigPro’s mission 
to cultivate “a diverse collab-
orative community with a 
focus on artists’ well-being 
that strives to provoke 
thought and spark conversa-
tion through high-quality 
performing arts.” 

“We really care about the 
well-being of the people we 
work with,” Becker said. “We 
reject that ideology that you 
must suffer for your art. We 
want the artists to enjoy 
making the art just as much 
as you, the audience, so thank 
you for your contributions on 
behalf of all the staff of Signifi-
cant Productions.” 

Hosted by Norman Lee 
Schaffer, executive pastor 
of The Garden Worship 
Center, the auction included 
a variety of prizes, from 
diamond necklaces to luxury 
vacations and unforgettable 
experiences. 

The v ac at ion s wer e 
courtesy of Morse and 

Goedken, who offered their 
private homes and family 
residences for four-day trips 
to Chicago, New York City 
and a Rainbow River stayca-
tion. There even was a five-
day getaway to the Morse 
family’s hometown in Torch 
Lake, Michigan.

There also was a Broadway 
package, valued at $9,000, 
that allowed buyers to enjoy 
the Broadway shows featured 
in The Sharon’s 2025-26 
season from the privacy of the 
theater’s exclusive lounge and 
VIP box. 

At the close of the evening, 
Morse once again reiter-
ated her appreciation for all 
of those in attendance and 

emphasized the importance 
of supporting the arts. 

“I really do truly believe 
that the arts can heal you, 
that the arts can change you 
and the arts can bring us all 
together,” Morse said. “And I 
really do think that is some-
thing we need now more than 
ever — to look at each other 
with love and kindness and 
share stories together.”

Before patrons left the 
dining room stage to 

attend the after-party in the 
Lobby Lounge, Morse and 
Goedken announced the gala 
already exceeded their initial 
fundraising goal of $125,000 
by the end of dinner, reaching 
more than $132,200. She 
and Goedken then raised the 
goal to $150,000 by the end 
of the night, which they also 
exceeded. 

“Thank you all so much for 
taking the time tonight to 
help us raise money for this 
organization to keep the arts 
alive here in The Villages, and 
thank you for being part of our 
new journey here as we are 
launching Significant Produc-
tions,” Morse said. 

Although the gala may be 
over, patrons can donate to 
SigPro at any time. 

SigPro accepts online 
donations, which go toward 
expenses like costumes, 
sound, props and set designs. 
To donate online, go to 
significantproductions.org/
donate. For those who prefer 
to give offline, email donate@
significantproductions.org or 
call 352-668-9502. 

For more information about 
upcoming productions at The 
Sharon or The Studio, go to 
thevillagesentertainment.
com, call 352-753-3229 or visit 
the nearest The Villages Box 
Office location. 

Senior writer Taylor Strickland 
can be reached at 352-753-1119, 
ext. 5334, or taylor.strickland@
thevillagesmedia.com.
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Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun
Aerialist Cheryl Cox, with Aerial Cheryl Entertainment, performs for attendees during 
Significant Productions’ inaugural fundraising gala “Celebrate a Decade on Stage” on 
Saturday at The Sharon L. Morse Performing Arts Center.
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